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As spring buzzes in at Bright Beginnings NYC, so does our new theme for May –
INSECTS!!! The warmer weather has allowed our little explorers to enjoy the outdoors
again, where flowers are in bloom, birds are singing, and insects are crawling everywhere
(we might just have a bit of spring fever ourselves!)
Before we delve into the insect world, we’d like to give you a brief recap of
April’s story-telling theme. The children had a blast doing book studies, drawing reading
reflections, and even creating their own books. The younger students’ book themed art
projects included Pete the Cat Cover Pages (currently hanging in the classroom gallery), Chicka Chicka Boom
Boom Alphabet Coconut Trees, and Goodnight Moon counting books. As part of their editorial exercise, the
children worked on identifying letters of the alphabet, specifically letters in their own names, as well as the
numbers 1-5. Since sharing and turn-taking is an oft’ revisited skill in our classroom, both our younger and
older groups collaborated in their endeavors as they worked on art projects together and shared both ideas AND
utensils!

Our older students took April’s story-telling theme a step higher and focused on the stories Caps
for Sale, The Little Red Hen, The Three Bears, and The Old Lady who Swallowed a Fly. Along
the way, they were introduced to various concepts of print, including title, cover page, author,
illustrator, and directional reading. Most importantly, they learned that each tale has a message
and took great pride in finding and discussing the various themes. Finally, our story-telling theme culminated
in the older group creating their personal fictional tales by sequencing their events and illustrating a drawing to
go along with their narrative, which they got to take home to you! Last but not least, they worked on their letter
books and Oreo dirt cups for the letters “N” and “O,” respectively.
In exploring our new theme, our little observers and budding scientists will once again put on their
safari hats as we take our nature walks and dig out (sometimes literally!) any critters we can find. The children
will be learning about caterpillars and butterflies, lady bugs, bumble bees, spiders, and worms. The older
students will continue reinforcing patterning, counting, and letter identification, as well as exploring science
concepts such as lifecycles and recorded observations. Our younger children will continue identifying primary
colors, letters, and numbers, and work on re-creating the critters we find outside during our arts’n’crafts time.

A wonderful spring is unfolding at Bright Beginnings NYC and we are excited to share it
with you! As a reminder (in keeping with our theme), while we love all that the warmer weather has to offer,
we also recommend taking adequate safeguards at home to protect your children against sunburn, bugs, and
other spring/summer hazards. If you wish to apply sunscreen and/or insect repellant on your children, please do
so before they enter the classroom, and be mindful of any strong-smelling or irritating ingredients commonly
used in such products. We appreciate your cooperation!

Sincerely,
The Bright Beginnings NYC Staff
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