
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Bright Beginnings NYC Parents,  

Preschool: 

2019 has finally come to a close and it ushers in not only a new month or New Year, but 

a new decade. However, before we jump into the 2020s, let’s see how our last month of 2019 has 

gone. The children had so much fun with the theme of babies! We have explored all varieties of 

infants including human, farm, water, and reptile babies. Some of their favorite activities 

included a baby collage, learning how to care for human babies with ongoing pretend play in the 

kitchen, and sorting infants by habitats. We have also been busy with the holidays coming upon 

us and have been discussing the importance of kindness, generosity, and family time. Let’s take a 

closer look! 

 

 

The Big Friends were oh so busy exploring all things infants! They continued their shape 

exploration and identification with the baby penguin shape sort, and tickled their fine motor 

senses making baby snow owls using puffy paint and collage materials. Both can be seen 

hanging in the classroom. The students also created “under the sea” rice cakes for cooking when 

learning about water babies and participated in a blubber science experiment when learning how 

arctic babies stay warm. The Big Friends also continued with their letter curriculum, exploring 

letters L, M, and N. Some of their favorite letter activities included letter M macaroni paste, and 

letter N color, cut, and paste. This asked the students to color their letter within the lines, then cut 

along the outline of their N, and lastly paste night time items within it to replicate that of the 

night sky. The Big Friends have now been introduced to capital letters A-N, which can be 

reviewed over the break as well for further practice and exposure. Wonderful job, Big Friends.  

 

The Little Friends also honed their sorting skills completing a baby animal Big and Small 

sort, created paper bag baby hippos focusing on facial feature placement, and baked cookies in 



the shape of baby raddles when learning about human infants. The students also focused on 

capital letters G, and H. Some of their supplementary activities included a “Honeycomb” bee 

count focusing both on letter identification and 1:1 correspondence, H is for hairball counting, 

and G is for garden bin. This center was specifically one of their favorites where they got explore 

the garden sensory bin filled with real soil and leaves the students picked outside during a nature 

walk. Great job, Little Friends! 

 

 

Looking toward January, we are happy to announce our new theme Fairytales! The 

children have been talking about princes and princesses and we have been reading many tales 

already during the fall season especially given the holiday fun. Some of their favorites we have 

already read include Dr. Seuss texts, The Gingerbread Man, and the Grouchy ladybug. During 

the month of January we will be learning about more traditional tales such as Goldilocks and the 

Three Bears, Jack and the Bean stock, and more! 

After school:  

The After School students have been busy busy busy this December too! They have 

partaken in quite the number of hands-on activities as well. Some of their science experiments 

included a blubber glove test and fishing for ice cubes using only string and salt. Some of their 

cooking recipes included apple crisps, apple cinnamon oatmeal, and pumpkin spice cookies. The 

students also enjoyed playing instrument hide and seek, creating holiday trees, and playing trash 

ball for movement. Way to go, After School! 

Housekeeping: 

We do have a few dates to review for the New Year. However, before we do that the 

Bright Beginnings Staff would like to thank all the parents who contributed to the Fall Donation 

Drive. We are so appreciative of everyone who was able to bring in something to donate and 

really know that we made a difference in working with Hour Children. All donations were 

bagged and picked up on Friday, December 21st. We filled five big bags of items and thank 

everyone for their generosity. We will be having a spring donation drive, and look to set a goal 

of 6 large bags for the second drive this year. Let’s do it! 

We would also like to thank all the parents that were able to make it to our first parent 

workshop that took place last Wednesday, December 18th. We had a wonderful time and hope 

that the feedback was positive, beneficial, and motivational. After speaking with the parents who 

did attend, we have been asked to host another parent workshop and to do so possibly monthly. 

In addition we will be moving the workshop time from 40 minutes to an hour as per parents’ 

request. We are so happy that it was a hit and hope to see more parents at the next one. Please 

keep a lookout for an email with further information.  



Next, there are a few dates to keep in mind for the month of January. We will be closed 

on New Year’s Day, Wednesday, January 1st. We will re-open with a regular schedule on 

Thursday, January 2nd. We will also be closed on Monday, January 20th in observance of MLK 

Day. Please review the calendar for further information.  

Calendar Dates: 

1/1/2020: School Closed. New Years Day 

1/2/2020: School re-opens with regular schedule 

1/20/2020: School closed. MLK Day 

 

Lastly, please let us know if you have any questions, comments, or ideas and feel free to 

email or stop by and chat with us at drop off. We hope everyone has an absolutely splendid 

winter/holiday break and are excited to see everyone in the New Year. 

        Sincerely,  

        Bright Beginnings NYC  


